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EXPLANATION

Ten years ago, I visited the Wild Spirit Wolf Sanctuary - Wolf and

Wolfdog Rescue and Sanctuary, a non-profit organization dedicated

to rescuing displaced, unwanted, and non-releasable captive-bred

wolves, wolfdogs, and other wild canid species. It is located at a

distance of 63 miles from Gallup (approx. one hour and a half by

car): on Highway 602 South; left (east) on Highway 53 toward

Ramah; south on the stony road B1A 125; right onto B1A 120 toward

Mountain View.

A private "farm" of wolves, wild dogs, and foxes. At about 6o wild

animals at time, confined to about 25 wire fences. Subsisting by

donations and sponsorships: https://wildspiritwolfsanctuary.org/.

Each animal has a name: "Flurry", "Ally", "Contessa", "Duchess",

"Gipsy", "Zorro", so on. Each with its own history (the guide tells

us). "Nikki" is the most untamed (bad boy!) ... no trainer can

approach him. "Silva" has only three legs (one was amputated).

Most are white or gray wolves, resembling the Siberian Husky.

Others were black, like soot.

Reviewing today the photos I took at this Sanctuary, my mind flew

to Isaac McLellan’s poems, the New England poet and sportsman

(1806-1899). I accompanied the photos in this album by one of his

poems, Great Gray Wolf, placing a verse next to each picture, both

as a tribute to his spirit, and as a gratefulness for the work of

people from the Wild Spirit Wolf Sanctuary.

Isaac McLellan (1806-1899), New England poet and sportsman
Illustration by James Grant Wilson (1832-1914) 
and John Fiske (1842-1901)
Appleton's Cyclopedia of American Biography

Frontcover and page 172 of Isaac McLellan’s 
poetry collection “Haunts of wild game”
Publisher: New York, C. B. Bradford (1896)
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5Wolves range innumerous the great Northwest,



6

And chief 

of all those prowlers 

is the Gray;



7

This monster finds in various realms a home.



8

Now scouring in 

vast herds the level 

plains,



9

Finding no shelter in that 

grassy space;



10

Anon again they haunt the forest depths.



11

Secure in mazes of the wilderness;



12

Anon they haunt the soaring mountain crags,



13

Or o'er the treeless plateaus range at will,



14

Where bushy shelter 

is infrequent found,



15

And there make burrows 

'neath the clayey banks,



16

Or choose a lair among the open cliffs.



17

The White wolf seeks a Northern habitat,



18

While further south the gray 

wolves find a haunt,



19

While the Black wolf seeks southern Oregon,



20

And all areas south of Rocky Mounts.



21

Large, gaunt and fierce, it seems a 

dangerous foe.



22

Yet 'tis a coward, ever prompt to flee.



23

When strong in numbers the collected pack



24

Will dread encounter with an Indian cur.



25

And when o'ertaken they will pause 

and snarl



26
And seek escape from such inferior foe.



27

When wolves, in droves, large animals pursue,



28

Such as the bison or the bulky elk,



29

They scatter in small flocks around the route



30

The quarry takes, and so pull down their game.



31

When a strong pack pursues a fleeing prey,



32

The victims yield before such strength 

and speed.



33

They constant follow herds of antelope,



34

Or buffaloes, browsing the vast grassy plains,



35

Prowling around them in their devious route.



36

E'en in the wintry regions of the North,



37

They prey insatiate on a lesser game,



38

Badger and fox, the prairie dog 

and hare,



39

And when with hunger stung, in wintry times



40

They prowl around the farmers' homes for spoil.



41

Great is the sport to hunt those wolfish herds,



42

With blast of horn and howling cries of hounds,



43

And when the mounted 

Indian tribes pursue,



44

They form a circle 

round the fleeing 

pack



45

And to a centre drive 

them to their death.



46

So vast the numbers of these 

savage wolves,



47

So vast the hunting grounds 

o'er treeless plains



48

That in the future years the grand wolf-hunt,



49

Must prove the noblest pastime 

of the chase.



Ten years ago, I visited the Wild Spirit Wolf

Sanctuary - Wolf and Wolfdog Rescue and Sanctuary, a

non-profit organization dedicated to rescuing

displaced, unwanted, and non-releasable captive-

bred wolves, wolfdogs, and other wild canid species,

located in Ramah, NM, USA.

A private "farm" of wolves, wild dogs, and foxes. At

about 6o wild animals at time, confined to cca. 25 wire

fences. Subsisting by donations and sponsorships:

https://wildspiritwolfsanctuary.org/.

Each animal has a name: "Flurry", "Ally",

"Contessa", "Duchess", "Gipsy", "Zorro", so on. Each

with its own history (the guide tells us). "Nikki" is the

most untamed (bad boy!) ... no trainer can approach

him. "Silva" has only three legs (one was amputated).

Most are white or gray wolves, resembling the

Siberian Husky. Others were black, like soot.

Reviewing today the photos I took at this Sanctuary,

my mind flew to Isaac McLellan’s poems, the New

England poet and sportsman (1806-1899). I

accompanied the photos in this album by one of his

poems, Great Gray Wolf, placing a verse next to each

picture, both as a tribute to his spirit, and as a

gratefulness for the work of people from the Wild

Spirit Wolf Sanctuary.

https://wildspiritwolfsanctuary.org/

