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| am honoring an invitation to Egypt, from prof. Adel Muhammad Haridy, from Minufya
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When | arrived, in
December, the
temperature was
around 20-25°C, but it
gets cool in the night.
In my Gallup, it had
snowed, there was ice
on the ground, and it
was incredibly cold!
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Pharaoh’s theone

| also kneW how to count, but in the Moroccan dialect,
while in the Egyptian one, they say nin.
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1) The numbers look fllpped as if they were mirrored — ba5|caIIy,

OMARELKHAYTA RS AURANT

| maes if‘D' - e s = —= T ri—a = H__

'it’s the new Arabic number system, and the one we use today

is the old one. ., 75 -
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whitling watets
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he Arabic alphabet has 28 letters, and it’s read
from right to left, and the books from finish to start,
compared to texts in the Latin alphabet. The Arabic
alphabet is the second most used alphabet in the '

: . S iy
world, after the Latin one, and it’s used in non-}3ii:¢*
: T . "N S
~|Arabic but Muslim nations too.
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Adel Helmy Philipps, physics professor at Ain Sams
University, and Walid Zein, his PhD student in

nanotechnology, were waiting for me at the Cairo
airport.

Eo
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00Ce upon 4 (me

Adel contributes to the “Progress in Physics” papr,‘

where I’'m an associate editor (along with Larissa

. Dmitri Rabounskl) with artlcles on superconductlwty,
%quantlc effects, or nanoelectronlcs
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though it was at its peak around 315-
i : Egypt, until 639AD; and the Islamic culture,

331BC; the Greco-Roman culture, from
Lo from 640AD, up to the present day, when

. : ‘ Three big cultures meet in Egypt: the
Pl@tClng t e S Y A pharaonic culture, starting around 4500BC,
332BC, when Alexander the Great conquers
ab troops lead by Amr conquered




Between 524-404BC (the 27t dynasty, under kings Cambyses,

Darius |, Xerxes |, Artaxerxes |, Xerxes Il, Darius Il, Artaxerxes Il)

U

and 342-332BC (the 31t dynasty, under kings Artaxerxes I,

Arses, and the illustruous Darius lll), Egypt was under Persian
occupation.
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modern pyramid

| was going to meet Dr. Salah
Osman, the Arabic translator
of my book on neutrosophy
(a generalization of
dialectics), which we applied
to the Arab philosophy.
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The Nur Mosque has an impressive architecture. The women
had to cover their hair when going inside, even if they were
foreigners.
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The Egyptian Museum of _Cairo,';w_’hi'ch opened in 1902, contains
over 1 o expo two floors, and has 30,000
art pieces.i orage.
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Only 4% of Egypt’s surface is
inhabited: on both sides of the

Nile and in some isolated oases.
The rest is a burning hot desert.
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In the museum’s yard there’s a statue of the French
21 1881), w’ho dedlcated his
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All kinds of g‘uides: Russians, Spaniards, Englishmen, -
_Germans; Italians, Japanese, and even Chinese. -
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The mummy of Ramses Il [Usermaatre setepenre], the most important
pharaoh: he lived 92 years, was king for 66 (circa 1279- 12138C) had
200 wives and over 100 children... What a life!
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The tomb of Tutankhamun, the child-
king (1333-1323BC) was discovered in
1923 by American archeologist
Howard Carter in the Valley of Kings
(near the modern city Luxor). His_“-’*‘-—*
death mask is made entirely of gold
and v;/elghts 11kg ’

Lucky that the tomb ralders dld_t :

I = s - }r \‘__
find |t = , _a_,\_‘ i

g

Some tombs were found acudentally
(such as a photographer fa‘IImg ina
hole, between rocks)..¢

A "-fg ?'#ﬁ"'
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Egyptians believed in the afterlife. That’s why they
left objects needed by the dead in their tombs, as
they will need them on the other side. There were
also false doors in tombs, used for the dead’s soul
to communicate to the live world.
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The pharaohs were considered of two natures: human and d|vme
They could change and apply the laws of order and d|SC|pI|ne ]

(caIIed ma at) Out5|de of ma ‘at, it was chaos
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by the Gods

- Few kﬁew how to write and read at the
pharaoh’s children, priests and high-lev
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The mummy room is cold. It
feels like an ancient morgue.
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iefs are imp'ressive =1

they are of a
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Some pharaohs destroyed the temples and statues of the ones
before them. For example, Marenptah (1212-1202BC) destroyed
the temple of Amenhotep |11 (1387-1350BC) to build his own!
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If the mummy has its right arm - :
icrossed at its chest, it means it’s a j
Beypharaoh, and if both arms are
crog_sed, it’s a queen (_aq pharaoh’s

SR _ - : ""-—--_'l;h m hl
- T WIfe)' WY '”1:

*The organs were isolated in *=258
hermetically sealed containers.

-

They also mummified animals.
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'er.;che_Great entered Egypt in 332BC, after he defeated
== Man army lead by Darius, at Issus, founding the_c_aty@f’ —_

— e ndri ria, aMedlterranean rtin h Del __‘_ ——
= . G por tin the Nile Delts ta. ==
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he Egyptian era molded with the Ptolemaic Hellenistic one.

Alexander the Great conquered Egypt in 332BC, and let his
general, Ptolemy | Soter (in 305BC), govern the territory. The
Ptolemaic dynasty ended in 30BC.
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.
Mgame, named senet, wffich' looks like chess,

ith 3*10 squares of different colors and shapes.
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Each city had its own God. They gave Gods offerings.
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* "-‘5'» in 196BC.

ﬂone if h|s generals - took control of Egypt and formed a

dynasty that Iasted 270 years havmg 16 leaders. One of those,
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';'.
/The all too famous, beautiful and screened queen Cleopatra VI
(69-30BC) was Greek. She ruled Egypt between 51-30BC, and

was the lover of Roman emperor Caesar, then of Roman % i.;,

- \—v !
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The Romans imposed Latin and Greek as official languages, and decreed
d’k that Chrlstlanlty shall be the only state rellglon in 380AD (thanks to
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At 18, Tutankhamun dies. The cause of death is unknown, but the

autopsy of his mummy, in 1968, discovered a hit in his cranium.

Since he had no heir to the throne, his wife sent a message to the
king of the Hittites, Suppiluliuma, to send one of his sons to rule
Egypt. The king sent one, though doubtful, but he was probably
killed on the way. Ay took the reign, between 1323- 1319BC then

Horemheb (1319-1291BC).
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Art reflected multiple
religious aspects.
Realism had many
exaggerated forms,
glorifying pharaohs
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Egyptian tombs were raided ever since ancient times,
but the tomb of Tutankhamun remained intact.

daydreamer
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linto @ Muslim state.
"]

In 1171AD, Saladin (1138-
1193AD), a Kurdish general,
founded the Ayyubid dynasty
E';—--'in Egypt. He leads battles
against crusaders and

liberated Jerusalem, restoring
it to Muslim rule in 1187.
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The kings of the Ayyubid
dynasty bought Turkish slaves,
named mamluks (meaning -
“slaves” in Arabic), to maintain
control its vast territories. -
However, in 1250, the mamluks
seize power in Egypt! They |
even defeat the Mongol armies
of the famous Genghis KhanI
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In 1805, an Albanian Turk, |1//([(/I""
Mohammed Ali, seizes '
power and attempts to |"i
modernize the country. One
of his successors, king " |
Ismael, begins construction % i
of the Suez Canal in 1869. " J '
But because of the financial ‘ | '
burden_ and huge debts to '% :

Great Britain, the English

invade Egypt in 1882. Egypt 1
freed itself in 1922.
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Klngs Fuad and h|s son Farouk foIIQw But in

"'".i. e

1953 , Egypt becomes a republlc its first

: u..pre5|dent being Mohammad Nagwb'
PRiEEE™ o BRI TR ¢
 Anwar El-Sadat came to power in 1970

e through a plebiscite. 44 FET av
a7 ¢ A A AR LT L&
H:f_ﬁ[ *Egypt defeats Israel in October 1973 in the
# Fla#

' ;i,etPenmsuI_a But Anwar El-Sadat s ;3 -
_ -assassmated by extremists in 1981

® ey A i
iSlnce then, Hosni Mubarak was president

(unt|I the Egyptlan Revolution of 2011,
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Three big cultures meet in Egypt: the pharaonic
culture, starting around 4500BC, though it was at
its peak around 315-331BC; the Greco-Roman
culture, from 332BC, when Alexander the Great
conguers Egypt, until 639AD; and the Islamic
culture, from 640AD, up to the present day, when
the Arab troops lead by Amr conquered Egypt
and islamized it.
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