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A Photoalbum by Florentin Smarandache




EXPLANATION

This is a photoalbum tnspired by a trip tn which | ventured almost twenty
years ago (2004) n Bahamas, and on which | related at large tn my travelog
“Frate cu weridianele st pavalelele” (Brother of meridians and parallels), tome 1,

=R, Valeea, Romanla, 2005 (ln Romanian).

In addition to lmages, this album contains short notations on the history of
Bahamas or its curvent veal-Life, or intents to impart instant perceptions had on
the spot, placed vetrospectively under the general fecling that Bahamas has the
power to penetrate one’s heart, and saccharé{g it (L.e. LLtemLL@ “to make tnto
sugar”). Consequently, [ coined the word Bahama-saccharification to describe
that unique word-lacking feeling that [ still have twewty years later when

mages from theve come under my eyes or n my mind.
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According to archeological vesearch, Ln the year GOOAD, Lucayans

moved to the Bahawmas from South Ameriea. When Columbus

arvived in 1492, the tslanders happily welcomed him.

Lucayans were o sub-branch of the Arawak Taino, from Hispaniola

(tn. modern dag Haltl and Pominican Republic) and Cuba.

Columbus thew navigated towards Florida. i 1500, the Spanish

came back to the Bahamas, enslaving some, Rilling others.
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The Lucayan villages were set up near beaches, with the chief

(cacloue) having a bigger house.

Adfter the return of the Spanish, the Lucayans disappear from the

Lslands Ln 1520 - dectmated by white diseases, killed, or taken as

slaves.

The Lslands rematned uninhabited wuntil 1648, when the
eleutherians™® adventurers arvived, seeking religlous freedomn.

Afterwards, for fifty Years, plrates created paradise here.

*eEleutherin” comes from GreeR. It means “the country of Liberties”.
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The British own the Bahowmas by 1717,

n 1695, the English built a fort tn Charlestown, renameo to Nassau -

rom Willtam of Orange, of the Orange-Nassau house. Blacks were also

emrolled Ln the arm.

The Treaty of versailles of 1783 ended the American war o

1

Independence, ceding Florida to Spain. The Americans who remained

Loval to the British Crowwn moved to the Bahanias, wherve theu recelved

Land from the government.
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This Ls Mow cotomzatww was downe. The poor and the middle class were
~ T N |
offered mperial positions &md matmm acvantages tn the coLomes

- el
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To arlve in Bahawmas, | flew over the famous Bermudn

Triangle, whose surface of a willion square miles stole over

a thousangl smps; 20 a’wpmwes O{LSQP‘}MW/ there per year.

= E?Eé"r’ﬁ'g_.sa.cchariﬁed



The weather changes extremely quickly, taking everything and everyone by surprise.

The ocean floor is very abrupt. The natural gases below put pressure on it, awaiting their escape.
Mysterious phenomena take place. Abnormalities, according to physics.
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Recent research shows that natweal gases burst through the ocean floor and swiftly

produce a Lesser density of the water, leading to ships sinking. same goes for planes; the
atry mixed with methane gas has Lower denstt
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Avehinedes prmcipte** states that the uqzwarol buoyant {orce that Ls

exerted on a body bmumersed in a fludd, whether fully or partiall

equal to the welght of the fluid that the body displaces. The water,

mpregnated with wethane gas bubbles, has a lower welght, and

hus, a Lower force of keeping the ship afloat.
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Darvilles.
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Ex-‘éﬂtisl/\ coLowgi, Bahamas

=_*-g4 gained Lts lndependence tn

L Cre @ 1973, but it's still part of the
e e 0 g orrl g

I Commonwenlth of Natlons.
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Hard to Lose welght with so many

Lnviting foods. A huge glass of
Lee creame, chocolate and wmpped

cr@am own the table.

— R =
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A simall ma@aziwe with... tslands
weza 1N
for sale! Some smaller ones, of one
A
to two acres, which cost £375.000;
i I a
others, wp to seven hundred acres,
1.
A il aostmg s vauch as $11.000.000!
‘ e
' Aw acre is rou@m enough for

seL{ suf{wuew :2 To buy Your own
|l

E Leland and Live theve Like
3/ = E W |
m Robinson Crusoe! >
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bazaar with black art (carved
wood, stowne, coconuts, Leather,
Lrown), t-shirts, caps, masks.

Lots of tourists i this bazaar.




The cabble asked me L{ [ don't wish to b

“%
an island, as the ve {or sale. . t
.'.'.".4.-

i :" . F.
“How muceh does one cost? | ask. :
1 . . TR .r =.|" Lae®: |
- F - - d 4y, *}
-A few million. - %
" 7
-:F-* 3

~-Ohoo! | exclain. '-";-.""

-Clnema stars bt/% themt, the cabble adds.




Therve's a castno Lin the

Atlantls Hotel. | PLa Y at the

machines with a ¢25 stalke
and Lose a few dollars. The

thieves, L, the stup’w(, out!







Somee are vuinbing themselves and Llosing fortunes.

| weet a few cases of people playing at the casino, losing everything

hey accumulated tn a lifetime, over o weoment of pleasure, or for

helr boundless greed to get even vicher overnioht.
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Glgantic, luxurious hotel.
. ':i:,'_-: F___,__‘ ’_)Marbte own the @muwo{ pwmo
RE 2 o ﬁzusw fountains tnside,

—

da

orano Wom’cec’cwe - and

"' p\/ioes to meateh Lt all!
w— . = |
B e S < POStEr: “EXcuse our attire
L 2 ;
# ' —— whewn we've cteamiwgl”
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Two Local painters: wWard Munts and jace MeKinne
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Black portraits, bn an wmpresswmst gtg Le but also postimodern art (@Lueo{

TN = |
newspapers/media), ano definitions {mm dictionaries, taking part of the
s W
exposition and reminding of concrete art (which sends more information

than {@@LLV\IQS to tl/lé Wat&lfl@l/) o bahamasaccharified 32







cew’cwg old streets L b

R T R
Nassauw have a charm of .]
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A cobbie told e there ave

owLH two s]see(){s L the

Bahamas: slow and Very

slow! The peopte seenn calm,

kind and slow.




Most tourists are Amerieam. There are Some Buropeans heve and there

as well. | saw taltawn, Fremeh and FLLLPLM restauramnts.

Life on an island is calme. | always dreamed of something like this.

Flowers, exotic plants, water, sun.

fter epm, shops close. Only restaurants are still open.

The wind is always blowing, helping dissipate the heat. Humidity.

| o Longer have may nostrils dry Like Lt the desert.



%wdg cl/mrpmg LLV@@ Ln tm il
% ;,',, A pa wot weLaomes s WLtMI

L5 i ‘ - -
o v

=

”HeLLo"’ omoi l@i@ps repeating it

A .,

Tl/lose red pawots are Very

s

"ﬁp ece aw appLe vy hawnd.

fnevw{% One Df tlflem ate a

bahamasaccharified 38



Lynxes, owls, squirrels, non-vemomous snakes (pythons and boas),

solitary vultures, turtles, crocodiles, a peahen with her Young,
lguanas, crabs, small monkeys, dwarf goats and... children’s

poetry about animals, written by Ogoen Nash.
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The Jamaican botanist Hedley Edwards brought flamingoes in 1950, in the southern-

most tsland, nagua, which were trained to walke on command tn 1957,

There are about fifty-five thousand flamingoes tn the Bahamas, Yueatan (Mexico),

cuba, South Ameriea. TM% ave 5“8 but soclable blros.

Because of excessive hunting in the 1940-1950 decade and habitat Loss, they are

endangered. There are sbx Rnowin spectes.

Whew resting, they stand on one foot. They lay a single egg per year, so a single

baby, of which both the male and the female take care of.

Crooked beak, snake-Like neck, Legs as it made out of wire, are all extremely long,.
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' sunbathing... tn the shade, so :
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the tropiaat SUN daesm’t DU nee.
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At o wholesale stove

=y
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The Plrate Museum

“The plrate has a short but beautiful Lifel”, as Bartholomew Roberts,

one of thelr captains, said.

A old ship, Lit streetlights, darkeness. The pirates of the West ndies

used Light ships to move quickly. A dangerous, unpredictable Life;

amlbling, alcohol, women.
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In 1716, piracy was flourishing. Sailors were patd poorly on commercial ships

. Youngsters were attracted by the adventure and

he riches, as well as the ideas of Liberty, propagated by the French Revolution,

which reached the four corners of the world. They decided to fight against the

systemn this wau.
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Recause they didn't have fruits on the ship, many suffered of scurvy (lack of vitamin C tn

he organism). Malaria took wmany Lives. The bmage of the pirate with an eyepateh and a

woodew Leg from movies is real. Wounded tn battle, they o have thelr arm or leg amputated,

0 avold wecrosls, with a saw!

The captains were chosen democratically by the crew. There was a set of laws of plrac

For example, capta’wus . John PM’LLLLPS (172=): the capta’m takes a part and o half; Lower down

he hierarchy (the commandant, gunner, carpenter) took a part and a quarter; those who

didn’t follow the rules, or broke the trust of their superiors, were abandoned on a deserted

island, being given solely a bottle of water, a gun and gunpowder.



Other umm% men Were >ubj ect to the law n{ Moses: {owc@ strikes
\-.l- T R ey W

) m the bact% m tlne canbbeaw sea most pumtes wer@ bLacKz
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WThey didnt bury thelr treaswres, as | used to vead in, -
N, o
childrenw’s books; the spent it on aleohol, women and

gambling. Only captain Kidd buried his.




The most fierce plrate, now a legend, was Captain Blackbeard (Edward Teach) in the Cartbbean

and Ln Ameriea.

Around 1720, the flag of the pirates was the well-known skull with two swords on a black

background. However, some crews made thelr own flags.

Upon belng captured, plrates werve hanged publicly and spraved with tar, so thelr bodies

remained tntact. They would stay theve for weeks to bring fear linto the people, and to determine

hemt to ot become plrates.



[ think there Ls some sort o{ a ovrug |
. T T

mame‘c. Sittmg at the beach, £

-

under tl/\e chade of o palm tree, “two ﬁ.ﬂ
I — o il .

memms approached me, asmm@ -

u{r Wank to buﬁ_weed E # a
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(n the carlbbean, Bahamas Ls the richest country. Emigrants from

Jamatea and Hatltl come heve.

The Bahamas slands were discovered tn 1492, bg Grist()pher

Columbus.

In the Rawson Park Lies the statue of the first governor of independent

Boahamas, Sir Milo Boughton Butler (1906-1979), who led the country

between 1973-1979.
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The population of the Bahamas (slands Ls arouno 200.000

inhabitants, of which the wajority Live tn the island of New

Providewnce; mostly) L Nassau.

There ave elghteen blg islands. Of the seven hundred islands,

rocks the size of a bullding plevcing through

he water, others less than a square wmile (called “co
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The aqmnum Lookes
LLlkre awn anclent

suniken c’utg.

sStingrays, banks o{

Yyellow-brown fish.
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73 ;F 2 This s a photoalbum inspived by a trip in which | ventured
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5 |l Lalnpst twenty years ago (2004) n Bahamas. n addition
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e to mages, this album contains short wotations on the
Bl GRE

*—"['L lnistorg of Bahawas or its curvent real-life, or intents to

memt lnstant percept’wws had on the Spot, ptaced

Wl ctrospectively under the general feeling that Bahamas has

the power to pewnetrate owne’s heart, awd saccharify it

Consequently, [ colned the word Bahawa-saccharification

to deseribe that unique word-lacking feeling that ( still

have twenty years later when bmages from there come

Q?\ - % 31! 1 wnder my eyes or bn my mind. 158
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